
  
 
 
 
 

The Circle of Fourths 
To play the circle of fourths, proceed in a clockwise motion.  To play the circle of fifths,  
proceed in a counter-clockwise motion.  The cycle is commonly used by jazz musicians to  

practice scales, chords, and licks in all 12 keys.  In addition, many standard chord  
progressions utilize root movement found within the circle. 

 
 

    C Major   
           no sharps/flats 

             
      G Major      1 sharp               1 flat          F Major 

 

         D Major      2 sharps                         2 flats      Bb Major 

 

    A Major     3 sharps                                3 flats      Eb Major 

 

      E Major     4 sharps                             4 flats      Ab Major 

 

              B Major       5 sharps                             5 flats/7sharps        Db (C#) Major 

                                                                                
                       6 flats/6 sharps 

                     Gb (F#) Major   
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